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1. Brief biographical data 

Svetoslava Hainova, during the period 1994 - 1998, acquired secondary 
special education, specialty "Biology and Chemistry" at the High School "Vasi1 
Levski", Shumen. 

1n 2003 she obtained a Bachelor's degree in Social Pedagogy from the 
Konstantin Preslavksy University of Shumen. In the period 2015-2016 she studied 
in the master's program "Social Pedagogical Counseling" at the Faculty of 
Pedagogy of University of Shumen. 

In 2018 she was enrolled as a fu11-time doctoral student (Order № RD - 10- 
1929 / 28.06.2018 of the Rector of Konstantin Preslavksy University of Shumen) 
in the doctoral program " Theory of education and didactics (Social pedagogy)" 
in professional field 1.2. Pedagogy, field of higher education 1. Pedagogical 
sciences at the Department of Social and Special Pedagogy at the Faculty of 
Pedagogy. She was dismissed with the right to protection on 11.02.2022 (Order 
№ RD -10-100 / 23.02.2022). 

The different positions held by PhD student Hainova presuppose the 
presence of a wide range of professional skills and rich professional experience: 
pedagogue at Sava Dobroplodni High School in the period 2008-2009; social 
worker and mediator in the Bulgarian-Spanish Association "St. St. Cyri1 and 
Methodius "(2009-2011) in the field of monitoring the care of children at risk and 
providing support; social worker in Youth Aid - Shumen-EOOA- Providing social 
services to children with deviant behavior. Educating children to live 
independently and take responsibility; public educator in the Local Commission 
for Combating Anti-Social Manifestations of Minors; social worker in the 
Municipality of Shoumen under the project "I have a family too" and "Accept me 



2015 ; Chief Specialist at the Student Office of the Faculty of Pedagogy at the 
University of Shumen; Chief Specialist Candidate-5tudent Campaign; Chief 
Coordinator at the Faculty of Technical Sciences, University of Shumen. 

The interest in the topic of the dissertation of PhD student Hainova is caused 
by her work as a social worker and her many years of experience as a specialist 
providing psycho-social support to children at risk and foster parents as 
participants in foster care. 

The problem considered in the dissertation is especially relevant due to the 
fact that foster care as a measure of protection arises naturally in society and 
thanks to which the child is allowed to grow in a family environment and continue 
to receive individual care and support. 

For the preparation of the opinion I was given a dissertation work and the 
accompanying ones: abstract of the dissertation and autobiography; list of 
puЫications, declaration of authorship, reference to the contribution moments and 
the relevant orders regarding the doctoral program. 

2. General description of the dissertation and the materials attached to 
it 

Svetoslava Hainova's dissertation is 211 pages 1ong. The structure of the 
dissertation includes an introduction, three chapters, a conclus.ion; contributions 
to the dissertation; list of puЫications on the dissertation; used literature and 
applications. The results of the empirical study are illustrated with 56 f gures. 

The biЫiography covers 93 copies.literary sources in Bulgarian, foreign and 
internet sources. 3 puЫications have been rnade on the topic of the dissertation. 

Awareness, in-depth interpretation of certain facts, perfect knowledge of the 
рrоЫет of "foster care" stand out as strengths of the dissertation. 

In the introduction Svetoslava Hainova substantiates the relevance and 
importance of the dissertation problem related to the nature of foster care, as help 
and support for children at risk, as an opportunity for children to receive proper 
and timely care, апд the role of foster parents as a factor for sustainaЫe 
development. of children at risk. The object and subject of the research, goals, 
tasks and hypothesis are logically and correctly defined. The methods used in the 
research are also described. 

Gradually, moving to the Chapter One, which examines and analyzes the 
world practices in the field of foster care. Theoretically, the main directions and 
trends in the current policies and practices for child protection at the international 
1eve1 have been systematized and traced. The PhD student refers to the current 
national strategic priorities and documents regarding foster care, examines good 
practices and models of foster care in the international aspect and analyzes the 
effectiveness of existing systems and services for children at risk, the correct 
selection of appropriate foster care, safe removal from proЫematic environment 
for the child and placing him in a safe one. The normative and scientific literature 
on the child protection system in several countries has been studied and they are 



conditionally divided into countries from Western Europe, Eastern and Central 
Europe, the USA and Russia, which is necessary in view of the cultural and 
socioeconomic features that differentiate them. 

This is a scientific basis for the correct determination of the purpose and 
tasks of the research based on the analysis of the problem. 

Chapter two presents the aspects of foster care in Bulgaria. The foster care 
according to the regulations is described; the stages for the realization of the foster 
care; placement of the child and the statutory requirements; foster care 
procedures; procedures for placing a child in a foster family. The results of the 
procedure, the conditions for providing the foster care service are analyzed. 

The chapter also presents a Model of foster care in Shumen district, 
implemented within the project "Accept me for direct provision of grants under 
the Operational Program "Human Resources Development" 2014-2020, budget 
line BGO5M90POa12.003 "Admissions те ". 

The p1an, dynamics and results of the study are presented in Chapter Three. 
The purpose of the research is substantiated, the object and the subject of the 
research are correctly defined. The dissertation not only ascertains the received 
data, but specifies them in the context of the skills he has as a specialist, worked 
with foster parents and specialists in the process of foster care. 

Svetoslava Hainova's in-depth knowledge of the issues is very impressive, 
which is evident from the constructed author's questionnaire, prepared on the basis 
of the hypotheses in the dissertation research, according to the idea that it is 
necessary to include information campaigns to inform the риЫiс about foster care. 
, as we11 as the stage of development, change in the Methodology for the 
conditions and manner of providing the social service "Foster Care" and which 
aims to monitor the three areas: is the support of estaЫished foster parents 
sufficient, is there a need for additional training, whether the monitoring is 
adequate and whether the риЫiс is not aware of the foster care and its 
implementation. 

The Conclusion summarizes the theoretical and empirical research and 
provides guidelines for work to support foster parents, thus they wi11 be able to 
improve their own competence and confidently fu1fi11 their parental ro1e. 
Dissertation Hainova again demonstrates a thorough understanding of the nature 
and extent of the problem "foster care", proposing justified changes in the current 
text of the "Methodology for the conditions and manner of providing social 
services "Foster Care". 

3. The abstract is structured correctly in a volume of 27 pages and correctly 
presents the content of the dissertation. The required number of scientific 
puЫications is presented. 

4. 5cientific contributions 



Scientific contributions can be divided into two groups: 
Theoretical and scientific contributions, including theoretical interpretation 

of the рrоЫет area "foster care"; the good practices in the foster care of the 
developed couпtries, which are аррliсаЫе in our conditions, are presented and on 
their basis proposals for changing the process of foster care are made; the state of 
foster care in Bulgaria and in particular in Shumen district is analyzed; 
weaknesses in the current legislation have been identified and guidelines for 
conducting a survey have been identified. 

Practical and practical contributions: on the basis of the conducted 
empirical research the state of foster care in Shumen district was estaЫished and 
on this basis it is proposed to change the information campaigns for foster care in 
order to better inform the риЫiс and increase support and understanding of 
community succession. Improvements to the Methodology for the conditions and 
manner of providing the social service "Foster Care" are proposed, expressed in 
increasing the number of upgrading and support trainings, counseling groups, 
mutual aid groups, supervision and specialized trainings for children with 
disabilities, as we11 as for children with anti-social behavior. Changes in the 
process of foster care at the stage of separation are proposed with the introduction 
of mandatory training for the preparation of foster parents; changes in the 
structure of the provider organization offering the foster care service, by adding a 
new unit - regional coordinator, in order to improve its quality and monitoring. A 
job description has been developed for the newly proposed position in order to 
coordinate and organize the activities of the regional teams of the DFCT on a 
regional basis. 

5. Critical remarks and recommendations 

A wider range of research methods would contribute to a richer empirical 
material in order to get a fuller picture of the factors and conditions affecting the 
quality of the Foster Care service. 

6. Conclusion 

The topicality of the рrоЫет, the way of presentation and the style of 
presentation give me every reason to give a positive assessment and to offer the 
Honored Scientific Jury to award educational and scientific degree "Doctor" to 
Svetoslava Yordanova Hainova in Higher Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, 
Professional direction 1.2 Pedagogy. 
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